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All Hands On Deck
Taiwan’s expertise applies not only to universal 

coverage, but in the overall realization of SDG 3: 
ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-being 
for all at all ages. The nation has extensive experi-
ence in strengthening health care delivery abroad 
through boosting the skill sets of foreign medical 
professionals. One of its many initiatives in this 
regard is the Taiwan International Healthcare 
Training Center. Founded in 2002, the MOHW-
overseen facility had arranged courses for some 
1,500 health professionals from 65 countries and 
territories by the end of last year.

Equally significant is the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs-funded medical degree scholarship for 
college graduates from Taiwan’s allies. Since 
the launch of the program in 2013, a total of 
218 young people have enrolled in the specially 
created School of Medicine for International 
Students at I-Shou University in the southern 
city of Kaohsiung.

Education programs aside, Taiwan is on the 
front lines in communities around the globe, deliv-
ering services where they are needed most. Every 
year, hospitals nationwide conduct overseas medi-
cal missions or dispatch specialists to help raise 
health care standards. Among the many examples 
is Far Eastern Memorial Hospital in New Taipei 
City, which has offered numerous free clinics 
and performed complex surgeries in Belize. And 
under a six-year, US$12.7 million memorandum 
of understanding concluded March 13 between 
Taiwan and Eswatini, Taipei Medical University 
Hospital will cooperate with the Beautiful 
Kingdom’s Ministry of Health in enhancing clinic 
services, staff training and public health research.

Through the NHI and foreign cooperation 
programs, Taiwan demonstrates time and time 
again its credentials in helping realize SDG 3 
and global universal health coverage. Actions 
speak louder than words, and the nation’s efforts 
sound a mighty roar. The time has come for the 
WHO to hear this call and make sure Taiwan 
participates in its activities and meetings. When 
it comes to Health For All, it goes without say-
ing: Taiwan Can Help. n

A chieving global universal health cov-
erage, a major objective of the World 
Health Organization (WHO), is 
a monumental task requiring All 

Hands On Deck. As evidenced by the National 
Health Insurance (NHI) program, few if any 
countries possess Taiwan’s know-how in devel-
oping accessible, affordable and effective public 
medical infrastructure. Facilitating the nation’s 
meaningful participation in the World Health 
Assembly—the decision-making body of the 
WHO—will bring this vital experience to bear in 
realizing the lofty goal of Health For All.

Established in 1995, the NHI is irrefutable 
proof of Taiwan’s expertise in universal coverage. 
Based on the principle of leave no one behind, 
the single-payer plan covers 99.9 percent of the 
population. It offers convenient and cost-effec-
tive access to inpatient and outpatient services, 
dental procedures, prescription medications and 
traditional Chinese treatments, while allowing 
users to choose doctors and obtain specialty care 
without referral.

The NHI is renowned for exceptional lev-
els of efficiency. According to the Ministry of 
Health and Welfare (MOHW), administrative 
costs accounted for a miniscule 0.87 percent of 
the program budget in 2018, while health expen-
ditures in Taiwan totaled a mere 6.3 percent of 
gross domestic product. Considering the quality 
of care and scope of coverage, these figures are 
understandably envied by governments around 
the world. They also demonstrate why the NHI is 
regularly held up as the blue-ribbon standard in 
universal coverage.

With all WHO members aiming to imple-
ment such systems as part of the 2030 U.N. 
Sustainable Development Goals  (SDG), 
Taiwan’s insights are indispensable. Excluding 
it from this global mission is akin to benching a 
star player during double overtime. The diligent, 
gifted NHI administrators are willing and able 
to take up this challenge and share knowledge 
through pragmatic and constructive participa-
tion in the WHO.
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Taiwan Review: What lessons 
does Taiwan’s National Health 

Insurance [NHI] program offer in 
achieving universal health coverage?
Chen: To deliver real improvements 
in public health, health services must 
be accessible, affordable and of good 
quality. That is why the NHI is so 
significant. It can serve as an impor-
tant reference for other nations in 
the development of world-class uni-
versal health care systems.

The NHI ensures efficient and 
comprehensive access to Western 
and traditional Chinese treatments 
for everything from the common 
cold to HIV/AIDS and cancer. It 
covers more than 99 percent of the 
population, spanning everyone from 
citizens to foreigners studying, work-
ing and residing in Taiwan.

Treatment is available at afford-
able prices thanks to our equitable 
contribution model. Premiums are 
set as a proportion of salary, currently 
4.69 percent. Workers pay 30 percent 
of this amount, with employers pro-
viding 60 percent and the govern-
ment 10 percent. There is also a 1.91 
percent supplementary premium on 
large bonuses, stock revenues and 
other non-wage earnings.

Between the launch of the NHI 
in 1995 and 2017, life expectancy 
rose from 74.5 to 80.4 years. Taiwan 
has long achieved the WHO goal of 
universal health coverage. Since the 
establishment of the NHI, no one 
in Taiwan faces bankruptcy due to 
medical bills.

TR: W hat contr ibutions does 
Taiwan make to global health secu-
rity and disease control?
Chen: Taiwan is using its cutting-
edge medical expertise to tackle some 
of the world’s most severe public 
health threats. One of our key facili-
ties in this regard is the National 
Mosquito-Borne Diseases Control 

Minister of Health and Welfare Chen Shih-
chung (陳時中) discusses Taiwan’s commitment 
to strengthening global health care and why it 
warrants inclusion as an observer in the 72nd 
World Health Assembly (WHA)—the decision-
making body of the World Health Organization 
(WHO)—May 20-28 in Geneva.

PHOTO BY CHIN HUNG-HAO

Health For All 
Taiwan Can Help
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Research Center. Equipped with 
state-of-the-art laboratories, it works 
to strengthen methods for locating 
mosquito breeding sites. The center 
is also developing new substances to 
combat vectors of such illnesses as 
dengue fever and Zika. Dengue, in 
particular, is a major public health 
issue in much of Southeast Asia and 
Taiwan’s experience in fighting the 
disease is invaluable.

Another area where our expertise 
can make a real difference is in the 
prevention, screening and treatment 
of tuberculosis [TB]. Between 2005 
and 2018, we halved the incidence 
of this disease to 37 cases for every 
100,000 people. This is a significant 
achievement as there is consider-
able travel between Taiwan and 
neighboring countries with high TB 
infection rates.

As a responsible member of the 
international community, Taiwan is 
willing and able to share its knowl-
edge in controlling the spread of 
these and other diseases. The country 
spares no effort in mitigating the 
impact of its exclusion from the 
WHO and safeguarding the health 
of people at home and abroad.

TR: What is Taiwan doing to boost 
health care development overseas?
Chen: Once a recipient of foreign 
aid, Taiwan is giving back to the 
world by providing help where it is 
needed most. The nation is making 
indispensable contributions to the 
global health network.

Much of our focus is on capacity 
building, with the ministry’s Taiwan 
International Healthcare Training 
Center a prime example of these 
efforts. Founded in 2002, it offers 
foreign professionals training in fields 
spanning clinical medicine, acupunc-
ture, traditional medicine and health 
care management. By the end of last 
year, around 1,500 health professionals 

from 65 countries had completed 
courses organized by the center.

Recently, the ministry has been 
working to enhance ties with South 
and Southeast Asia under the One 
Country, One Center initiative. 
Beginning in 2018, six local medical 
centers were assigned responsibility 
for extending health care cooperation 
and providing instructional courses 
for health care personnel from India, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Thailand and Vietnam, respectively.

Last year, a total of 336 medi-
cal professionals received training in 
Taiwan under the initiative, which was 
expanded in 2019 to include Brunei 
and Myanmar. These educational 
programs are tailored for the specific 
needs of partner hospitals to ensure 
they achieve real improvements in 
health care delivery. We also expect 
participants to become seed trainers 
upon returning home, deepening the 
long-term impact of the project.

TR: Why is it essential for Taiwan 
to participate in the WHA?
Chen: Taiwan is seeking professional, 
pragmatic and constructive participa-
tion in the WHA, as well as technical 
meetings and activities of the WHO, 
so it can share this knowledge and 
give back to the world. With Taiwan’s 
involvement, I believe the interna-
tional community will be far better 
prepared to meet global health chal-
lenges. For example, Taiwan has had 
great success in achieving universal 
health coverage. We can help share 
our experience of building a leave-
no-one-behind health care system. 
With its wealth of experience and 
ability in responding to natural disas-
ters, Taiwan can also help deliver 
the WHO’s Health Emergencies 
Programme through the provision of 
emergency medical assistance. And as 
the eighth nation to have undergone 
a Joint External Evaluation, Taiwan 

can help improve the global infec-
tious disease prevention network.

Furthermore, we have trained 
thousands of medical professionals 
from around the world. We are now 
an important international training 
center in high-end health care. We 
hope to assist more nations with 
improving their medical capacity 
and sustainable development so as to 
effectively realize U.N. Sustainable 
Development Goal 3 of ensuring 
healthy lives and promoting well-
being for all at all ages.

Another example of our unwav-
ering determination to participate 
in international medical cooperation 
is that when the Ebola virus reared 
its ugly head once again in 2018, we 
quickly announced a donation of 
US$1 million to the WHO to help 
in the fight against the disease. This 
donation was, unfortunately, forced 
to be suspended due to politically 
driven interference. We will not give 
in to political sabotage, and will 
continue to seek international affir-
mation of our efforts, adhering to 
the principle of being professional, 
pragmatic and constructive.

Participation would strengthen 
domestic and international health 
promotion and disease control. At 
the WHA, many important issues 
are addressed through face-to-face 
discussions and don’t end up in the 
official documents released after the 
event. Attending the assembly as 
an observer would allow us to forge 
mutually beneficial partnerships and 
eliminate a gap in the global health 
security network. That’s why we need 
to be included. We will continue to 
seek participation in this year’s 72nd 
WHA as well as WHO technical 
meetings, mechanisms and activities. 
This will help ensure the complete 
early realization of the WHO’s 
vision of health as a human right. n

—interview by Oscar Chung
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L a s t  F e b r u a r y ,  V i c e 
President Chen Chien-
jen (陳建仁) welcomed 
representatives from some 

of the nation’s foremost biomedical 
companies and research teams to 
the Office of the President in Taipei 
City. The guests were winners of the 
2017 National Quality Awards orga-
nized by the government-supported 
Institute for Biotechnology and 
Medicine Industry (IBMI). Chen 
praised the firms and researchers for 
fostering innovation and providing 
exceptional care in fields spanning 
health and well-being services, medi-
cal devices and pharmaceuticals.

C i t i n g  a  r e p o r t  by  Pa r i s -
based Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, the 
vice president noted that going for-
ward bio-based sectors are expected 
to account for more than half of gross 
domestic product in developed coun-
tries. Given the economic and social 
significance of this potential-laden 
field, the government is committed 
to positioning Taiwan as a regional 
hub of related R&D, he said.

Biomedical Boom
Taiwan’s biomedical sector is going 
from strength to strength. According 

01, 02 & 04. Companies in the Kaohsiung 
City section of Southern Taiwan 
Science Park produce a wide variety 
of medical devices and materials 
including skull and dental implants.

03. A lab at the Development Center for 
Biotechnology, the first major resident 
of the National Biotechnology 
Research Park in Taipei City

Taiwan’s biomedical sector is gaining 
momentum on the back of comprehensive 
industry support measures.

BY PAT GAO

PHOTOS BY HUANG CHUNG-HSIN

Healthy Growth

03

01

02

This article is reprinted from the July / 
August 2018 issue of Taiwan Review.
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In 2004, the IBMI launched its 
annual awards recognizing biomedi-
cal companies and researchers for 
significant contributions to patients, 
the industry and Taiwan’s overall 
health care environment. Among the 
2017 winners were Gray Biomedical 
Co. based in central Taiwan’s Tai-
chung City and National Taiwan 
University Hospital in Taipei. The 
former took home the prize for its 
leading-edge air purifier equip-
ment, while the latter won for its 
extracorporeal membrane oxygen-
ation-assisted cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation system.

Also in 2004, the IBMI unveiled 
the Symbol of National Quality 
(SNQ) to highlight the safety and 
high standard of Taiwan’s biomedical 

to the Ministry of Science and 
Technology (MOST), total industry 
revenues from products and services 
rose from about NT$330 billion 
(US$11 billion) in 2011 to NT$486 
billion (US$16.2 billion) in 2017. 
The figure for 2017 represented an 
annual increase of 3.4 percent.

This  growth fo l lows wide-
ranging government initiatives in 
past decades to bolster sector devel-
opment. Helping spearhead these 
measures is the IBMI. “The insti-
tute’s primary role is to coordinate 
activities among the academic, public 
and private sectors,” CEO Chien 
Chung-liang (錢宗良) said. Other 
key responsibilities include honoring 
participants and certifying products 
and services.

04

offerings. In 2017, some 250 prod-
ucts and services received the label, 
which must be renewed annually. 
“SNQ certification is a rigorous pro-
cess involving written reports and 
on-site inspections by specialists in 
areas like cosmetics, food, health 
care, herbal medicine, instruments 
and pharmaceuticals,” Chien said.

Fresh Focus
Government measures to accelerate 
sector growth kicked into high gear 
in 2016 with the introduction of 
the Biomedical Industry Innovation 
Program. The initiative aims to 
transform biomedicine into a trillion 
New Taiwan dollar industry by 2025 
through fostering 20 new pharma-
ceuticals, bringing 80 high-value 
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promote commercialization of local 
biotechnology research. DCB has 
since spun off four major enterprises 
in the fields of drug manufactur-
ing and testing. These companies—
EirGenix, Quest Pharmaceutical 
Services Co. Taiwan, TFBS Biosci-
ence and Taiwan Advance Bio-
Pharmaceutical—are headquartered 
near DCB’s former home in Xizhi 
District of New Taipei City.

According to DCB President 
Herbert Wu (吳忠勳), the center’s 
current focus is promoting emerg-
ing fields like cell therapy and 
precision medicine. The Nangang 
park is expected to further these 
efforts by providing facilities for 
cutting-edge R&D and fostering 
exchanges between local startups 
and international pharmaceutical 
companies. “The NBRP will house 
infrastructure for critical phases of 
prototype drug development like 
preclinical testing on animals,” Wu 

medical devices to market and cul-
tivating at least 10 major health and 
well-being service brands.

Two laws were amended in 2017 
under the program. The Act for the 
Development of Biotech and New 
Pharmaceuticals Industry, promul-
gated in 2007 to offer tax breaks for 
investments in related R&D and 
personnel training, was expanded 
to cover emerging fields like pre-
ventative and regenerative medi-
cine. The Fundamental Science and 
Technology Act was also revised to 
facilitate biotech talent flows between 
the academic and private sectors.

These efforts are paying hand-
some dividends as evidenced by the 
rising number of locally developed 
pharmaceuticals. As of the end of 
April 2018, a total of 247 drugs pro-
duced by Taiwan companies were 
undergoing clinical research at home 
and abroad, an increase of 12.3 per-
cent year on year, according to the 
MOST. Of this number, 140 got 
approval for trials from the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA).

Notable medications to gain 
commercial sales authorization last 
year include pancreatic cancer-treat-
ing Onivyde by PharmaEngine and 
HIV drug Ibalizumab from TaiMed 
Biologics. The Taipei-headquartered 
firms received market access for 
the pharmaceuticals in Singapore 
and the U.S., respectively. Taiwan’s 
medical device manufacturers have 
registered similar successes, with 
55 innovations earning premarket 
approval from the FDA in 2017.

Nationwide Clusters
The growth of the biomedical sector 
is expected to further the govern-
ment’s goal of promoting balanced 
regional development. Major biotech 
clusters are located at science parks 

02

01

nationwide, including in Taipei and 
Hsinchu County in northern Taiwan, 
Taichung, and the southern cities of 
Tainan and Kaohsiung. One of the 
largest of these, based in the capital’s 
Nangang District, is in the midst of 
a major expansion.

Adjacent  f rom the exist ing 
Taipei cluster, Academia Sinica, 
the nation’s foremost scientific 
institution, is overseeing construc-
tion of the National Biotechnology 
Research Park (NBRP). Occupants 
will include the IBMI, Taiwan’s 
FDA and the National Laboratory 
Animal Center under the MOST-
administered National Applied 
Research Laboratories.

I n  2 0 1 7 , t h e  p a r k ’ s  f i r s t 
ma jor  re s ident  moved in : the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs-
supported Development Center for 
Biotechnology (DCB). The institu-
tion was established in 1984 as part 
of early government measures to 
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said. “Subsequent trials can then 
be conducted at associated Taipei 
medical centers.”

New Instruments
While the Nangang site is intended 
to serve as a research center for new 
pharmaceuticals, other clusters will 
primarily work to develop cutting-
edge instruments. Southern Taiwan 
Science Park (STSP) in Tainan and 
Kaohsiung is home to 73 biomedical 
firms, 55 of which produce medical 
devices. The total revenues of these 
companies increased 4.6 percent 
year on year to NT$9.53 billion 
(US$317.7 million) in 2017, accord-
ing to Joyce Chou (周怡祺), head 
of the Industry-Academic R&D 
Section in the Investment Services 
Division at the STSP Bureau.

Chou said that a growing num-
ber of devices from resident firms 
have been adopted by prominent 
Taiwan medical institutions such as 
the affiliated hospitals of Kaohsiung 
Medical University and National 
Cheng Kung University (NCKU) 
in Tainan as well as Shuang Ho 
Hospital in New Taipei operated by 
Taipei Medical University. Tom Lee 
(李國宏), chief of the Investment 
Services Division, attributed this 
success to bureau initiatives aimed at 
promoting communication between 
manufacturers and practicing physi-
cians. The MOST-overseen park 
bureau also operates assistance pro-
grams to help resident companies 
attend trade shows and build rela-
tionships with doctors in Southeast 
Asian markets like Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam, 
he added.

In line with these efforts, an 
STSP medical  device research 
and commercia l izat ion center 
was launched at the University of 

Medicine and Pharmacy in Ho Chi 
Minh City in November 2017. The 
facility exhibits products from 13 res-
ident firms and collaborates with the 
Medical Device Innovation Center 
at NCKU on product development.

Global Expo
The most significant recent step to 
promote international awareness 
of the nation’s biomedical expertise 
was the 2017 launch of the Taiwan 
Healthcare+ Expo. Organized by the 
IBMI, it is intended to serve as the 
most comprehensive trade show of 
its kind in Asia.

Staged Dec. 7-10, 2017, in Taipei, 
the inaugural edition featured about 
1,050 booths by more than 300 local 

and foreign companies and medical 
centers, and attracted over 70,000 
visitors and forum attendees. The 
follow-up event, running Nov. 29 to 
Dec. 2 last year, was even bigger and 
focused on highlighting smart health 
care solutions.

“The strength of the local infor-
mation and communication tech-
nology sector gives Taiwan a major 
advantage in developing innovative 
biomedical products and services,” 
Chien said. “In addition to spotlight-
ing this competitive edge, we aim to 
deepen cross-sector collaboration so 
that the latest breakthroughs in arti-
ficial intelligence, big data and robot-
ics can benefit patients at home and 
around the world.” n

01. A researcher selects samples for testing at DCB.
02. Hepatitis B and C medications produced by Taipei-headquartered PharmaEssentia Corp.
03 – 05. Visitors attend the inaugural Taiwan Healthcare+ Expo staged Dec. 7-10, 2017,  

in Taipei.

03 – 05. Courtesy of Institute for Biotechnology and Medicine Industry

03

04 05
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01. Dr. Paul Bosawai Popora, second right, 
is joined by medical staffers at National 
Cheng Kung University Hospital in  
giving the thumbs-up to Taiwan’s world-
class medical training in Tainan City, 
southern Taiwan.

02. Sape Private Medical Clinic in the 
Solomon Islands is playing a key role in 
advancing community development in 
the Pacific nation.

03. A patient waits for treatment at Sape 
Private Medical Clinic.

04. Popora sees himself as a civic 
ambassador for Taiwan in the Solomon 
Islands.

05. Guadalcanal Plains Palm Oil staff 
dormitories are havens of good health 
due to the efforts of Popora.

06. Pharmaceuticals donated by Taiwan are 
often provided free of charge by Popora 
to his patients.

01. Courtesy of Paul Bosawai Popora

One of Taiwan’s allies, 
the Solomon Islands, 
has among the low-
est doctor-to-patient 

ratios in the world. There are two 
fully qualified physicians per 10,000 
people, compared to the global aver-
age of 14.89.

Over the past 10 years, the ROC 
(Taiwan) government has trained 
more than 70 medical staff in the 
Pacific nation. Among this number 
is Dr. Paul Bosawai Popora, an out-
standing example of how Taiwan can 
help ensure people around the globe 
enjoy the highest attainable standard 
of health while advancing the World 
Health Organization’s major objec-
tive of Health For All.

A native of Guadalcanal, the 
largest island in the Solomon Islands, 
Popora came to Taiwan in 2004 on 
a government-backed scholarship. 
After studying Mandarin for eight 
months, he enrolled in the College 
of Medicine at National Cheng 
Kung University (NCKU) in Tainan 
City, southern Taiwan.

The training was very tough, 
Popora said. It involved visits to 

A dedicated medico from the Solomon 
Islands is using his Taiwan training to 
upgrade health care in the Pacific nation.

BY MEG CHANG

PHOTOS BY MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

The Good Doctor

01

02 03
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almost all departments at NCKU 
Hospital during the internship and 
learning as much as possible, he added.

There is no question the teach-
ers were amazing, Popora said, and 
did their very best to make sure all 
requisite know-how could be shared 
via him with the people of the 
Solomon Islands.

Popora is especially grateful to 
the late Dr. Lin Ping-wen (林炳文), 
who took him under his wing. Lin is 
testament to the mantra Taiwan can 
help and never failed to solve any 
challenge or problem, he said.

While receiving high-quality 
education and training, Popora 
was greatly inspired by the selfless 
efforts and dedication displayed by 
NCKU doctors, nursing staff and 
volunteers. The standard of health 
care in Taiwan is second to none, he 
said, adding that this imbued him 
with the desire to share the nation’s 
world-class accomplishments and 
spirit of volunteerism.

After graduating in July 2014, 
Popora returned to the Solomon 
Islands and began practicing at three 
clinics operated by Guadalcanal 
Plains Palm Oil (GPPO), which par-
tially supported his studies in Taiwan.

GPPO General Manager Craig 
Gibsone said the company’s clinics 
received around 35,000 visits last 
year from Solomon Islanders. Popora 
is the key to the smooth operation of 
the facilities and keeping the popu-
lace healthy, he added.

Popora is also a very strong leader 
within the community, Gibsone said, 
and there is full confidence in his 
abilities and skills given the training 
in Taiwan.

Not content helping only those 
with access to GPPO’s c linics, 
Popora set up Sape Private Medical 
Clinic to treat members of the local 
community. Popora works from 5 to 

10 p.m., Monday through Saturday, 
at the self-described “passion project.”

There is a great deal of room 
for improvement when it comes to 
medical care in the Solomon Islands, 
Popora said. People often have to 
walk miles for treatment and medi-
cine, he added.

After his mother and father 
passed away, Popora converted their 
home into a community health cen-
ter where visitors can easily obtain 
basic treatment. Popora’s clinic and 
the health center are regularly given 
donations of medical supplies and 
pharmaceuticals from Taiwan, which 
he disburses at no cost to the eco-
nomically disadvantaged.

On top of offering discounted or 
free medical services, the clinic and 

health center play a front-line role in 
promoting community development. 
Such measures include assisting 
with the establishment of small solar 
power and water systems, as well as 
providing modest scholarships for 
high schoolers.

Popora’s dedication is a thing of 
legend in the Solomon Islands. His 
commitment to raising living stan-
dards and building better tomorrows 
for the people are routinely covered 
by the media, with residents quick to 
sing his praises.

Considering himself a civic 
ambassador for  Taiwan in the 
Solomon Islands, Popora hopes to 
return to his alma mater for addi-
tional training at some point in the 
future and gain the experience and 
knowledge required to found a hos-
pital. Spending time in Taiwan was 
central to adopting a new approach 
based on serving the community, the 
people and the country, he said.

For Popora, one essential lesson 
learned in Taiwan has become the cor-
nerstone of his philosophy on life and 
providing health care. Good doctors 
love their patients and work, he said, 
adding that this approach is infectious 
and makes all the difference.

Putting a smile on a patient ’s 
face touches the heart, spurs one to 
greater heights and always brings 
Taiwan to mind, he said. n

04
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T he Feng Hsing Medical 
Service Team from Taipei 
M e d i c a l  U n i v e r s i t y 
(TMU) set out Feb. 10 

for the Kingdom of Eswatini, the 
sixth time the volunteer aid group 
undertook an annual mission to the 
landlocked African nation.

Focusing on dental health ser-
vices, the team comprised 15 medical 
personnel, up from 11 in 2018. The 
10 TMU students and five practicing 
alumni dentists stayed 15 days.

Since 2016, Feng Hsing’s foreign 
cooperation work has been funded 
under the Youth Overseas Peace 
Corps (YOPC) project, an initia-
tive implemented by the Ministry 
of Education’s Youth Development 
Administration (YDA). Launched 
the same year, the project supports 
citizens aged 18 to 35 in efforts to 
strengthen Taiwan’s connections 
with the international community 
via capacity building programs.

According to YDA, it sponsored 
around 1,000 people in 2018, mostly 
university students and members of 
clubs, to undertake voluntary work in 

Taiwan and Eswatini are cooperating across 
a broad spectrum of areas in advancing 
health care in the Beautiful Kingdom.

BY OSCAR CHUNG

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FENG HSING  
MEDICAL SERVICE TEAM

Working in 
Tandem
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01. Feng Hsing Medical Service Team members from Taipei Medical 
University treat a patient in the Kingdom of Eswatini.

02 & 06. Friendships between Feng Hsing members and patients are 
further cemented outside clinic hours.

03. A Feng Hsing member teaches schoolchildren dental hygiene  
in Eswatini.

04. Children queue for dental treatment at a clinic set up by  
Feng Hsing.

05. Dental instruments are prepared before the opening of a clinic.

at least 48 nongovernmental orga-
nizations in Taiwan send young 
people overseas to volunteer on a 
regular basis.

Feng Hsing consistently performs 
well in the YOPC assessment stakes. 
Last December, it finished first out 
of 15 groups and earned prize money 
of NT$100,000 (US$3,300).

In 2018, more than 1,600 children 
from three orphanages and four ele-
mentary schools benefited from Feng 
Hsing’s work. All received fluoride 
treatment, oral hygiene education and 
many had dental extractions.

David Fanjiang (范姜敦群), the 
leader of the medical team last year, 

said there are only about 20 dentists 
in Eswatini for a population of 1.46 
million. “Our performance was good, 
but I wish we could have done more 
given the need.

“I am always sharing stories of 
my overseas volunteer work with 
others in Taiwan, hoping to get them 
to break out of their comfort zone 
and do something for people over-
seas,” he added.

Now in  h i s  f ou r th  yea r  a t 
TMU, Fanjiang said volunteering 
in Eswatini has him contemplating 
broader horizons after graduation. 
“One day, I might even apply to work 
for Doctors Without Borders.” n

22 countries, predominantly in South 
and Southeast Asia. Taipei City-
based International Cooperation and 
Development Fund (TaiwanICDF) 
also plays a role in helping locals 
share Taiwan’s love with the world.

TaiwanICDF has  launched 
projects in Africa, the Asia-Pacific, 
Caribbean and Latin America in 
areas spanning clean energy, educa-
tion, food safety, health care and 
sustainable agriculture. In addition, 
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S ince the early 1960s, Taiwan 
has provided medical and 
public health assistance to 
economically challenged com-

munities in allies and partner countries.
The support—delivered via medical 

missions—is overseen by Taipei City-
based International Cooperation and 
Development Fund (TaiwanICDF), 
the nation’s foremost foreign aid group. 
Teaming up with professionals from 
Taiwan hospitals, the state-backed 
organization is focusing on establishing 
health care systems reflecting the needs 
of a country’s users.

TaiwanICDF, for example, is work-
ing with Central American ally Belize 
on a three-year project aiming to pre-
vent and control chronic renal failure, 
as well as with ally Paraguay in South 
America on a four-year program seek-
ing to enhance the efficiency of health 
information management systems.

Many of Taiwan’s hospitals and 
nongovernmenta l  organizat ions 
conduct their own projects. Taipei-
headquartered MacKay Memorial 
Hospital, in addition to sending short 
medical missions to Cambodia, Fiji, 
The Gambia, Myanmar and Thailand, 
has health professionals stationed at 
sister institution Tungaru Central 
Hospital in Pacific ally Kiribati.

And New Taipei City-based Taiwan 
Root Medical Peace Corps has orga-
nized volunteer medical professionals 
into short-term missions to provide 
assistance to remote communities in 
various countries for two decades. Last 
year, it sent seven medical missions to 
six countries and territories including 
India, Jordan, the Marshall Islands, 
Uganda, Vietnam and China.

The lack of formal ties with many of 
these countries and territories did not 
stop Taiwan from extending assistance, 
as the World Health Organization’s 
mandate the right to health comes 
before all other concerns. n

—by Jim Hwang

Taiwan assists those facing health challenges 
in like-minded countries around the world.

Coverage for All
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01. Taiwan Root Medical Peace 
Corps, Sri Lanka, 2016

02. MacKay Memorial Hospital, 
Myanmar, 2017

03. Sunshine Social Welfare 
Foundation, Nicaragua, 2011

04. International Cooperation 
and Development Fund 
(TaiwanICDF), Kingdom of 
Eswatini, 2018

01. Courtesy of Taiwan Root Medical  
Peace Corps

02. Courtesy of MacKay Memorial Hospital
03. Courtesy of Sunshine Social Welfare 

Foundation
04. Courtesy of International Cooperation and 

Development Fund (TaiwanICDF)
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04

05

01. Taiwan Root, Jordan, 2018
02. Taiwan Root, Marshall Islands, 2018
03. MacKay Memorial Hospital, Kiribati, 2014
04. A Vietnamese boy, center, is recovering from Klippel-

Trenaunay Syndrome after four surgeries conducted  
by CMUH in central Taiwan’s Taichung City.

05. Yuli Tzu Chi Hospital, Sri Lanka, 2018

01 & 02. Courtesy of Taiwan Root
03. Courtesy of MacKay Memorial Hospital
04. Courtesy of CMUH
05. Courtesy of Buddhist Tzu Chi Medical Foundation
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01 & 03. Changhua Christian Hospital, Myanmar, 2018
02. Taiwan Root, Jordan, 2018
04. TaiwanICDF, St. Kitts and Nevis, 2019
05. MacKay Memorial Hospital, Kiribati, 2018
06. A thank-you cake is gifted to the MacKay Memorial Hospital mission in Kiribati.
07. TaiwanICDF, Kingdom of Eswatini, 2017

01 & 03. Courtesy of Changhua Christian Hospital
02. Courtesy of Taiwan Root
04 & 07. Courtesy of TaiwanICDF
05 & 06. Courtesy of MacKay Memorial Hospital
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